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and his profit, he began to fear lest they should lodge a com-
plaint against him at Bereydah. which lay on their road, the
more so that Mohammed, Feysul's third son, was now there in
person, and that he should ultimately be forced to refund his
ill-gotten wealth, not, indeed, to its Shiya'ee owners, for of that
there was little danger under Wahhabee arbitration, but to the
Ri'ad treasury; while he himself might come in for an awkward
impeachment for embezzling what in Feysul's eyes should be
for the common benefit of the " faithful." Probably his fears
were not wholly groundless j but at the worst a few presents
conveyed in time to Mohanna, the governor of Bereydah, to
Mohammed, and to his royal father, would assuredly have
"made all well again." But to this sacrifice Aboo-Boteyn's
grasping avarice could not consent, and in compliance with its
dictates he resolved on the very worst course possible for him,
namely, that of anticipating investigation by flight. So when the
pilgrims arrived at 'Eyoon, the same village where we supped
with Foleyh two nights since, 'Aboo-Boteyn absconded, money
and all, and took refuge in the rebel town of'Oneyzah, leaving
Taj-Djehan. Mohammed 'Alee, and the rest, to find their way
out of Arabia by themselves as best they might.

" For a consideration," the good folks of 'Eyoon guided the
distracted pilgrims to Bereydah. But misfortunes "come not
single spies;" and the Persians had now to exemplify a
certain ill-omened proverb touching the frying-pan and the
fire. At Bereydah they had fallen into the clutches of a
genuine Wahhabee, and lay at the tender mercies of the most
wicked and heartless of all Nejdean governors, Mohanna-el-
'Anezee.

This was that same Mohanna whom 'Abd-Allah, the son of
Feysul, had some years before nominated vice-ruler of Bereydah
and Kaseem, after the massacre of the 'Aley'yan family. Mo-
hanna had in every respect come up to his master's desires,
and followed in his footsteps. Every imaginable means was
employed by this shrewd and bad man to break the spirit of
Kaseem, to exhaust its resources, and to extinguish the last
sparks of liberty. All the Wahhabee regulations against silk,
tobacco, ornaments, and so forth, were rigorously enforced, to
the ruin of commerce, while the richest merchants and busiest
traders were, by a system of which JJasa will soon furnish us